
 

1 

 

 

 

 

Ponceau S Solution 
 
Solution in Acetic acid 5% 
A2935 

 

Description 
Ponceau S is used for the staining of proteins immobilized on nitrocellulose filters (see references). It is 

particularly suitable for reversible staining of proteins on transfer membranes during immunoblotting. In a 
staining procedure using Acetic acid and Ponceau S proteins are fixated on the membrane and proteins are 
stained reversibly. The Ponceau S stain is easy to remove. 
 
Composition: 
Acetic acid  50 g/L   

Ponceau S  1 g/L   
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Protocol 
For the Staining of Proteins During Immunoblotting  
 
1. Unload the Nitrocellulose membrane from the blotting chamber 
 

2. Wash briefly the membrane in buffer solution, e.g. TBST 
 
3. Stain the transfer membrane in staining solution for 5-10 min at RT 
 
4. Destain in water until the background becomes clean 
 
5. Use a pencil to mark the positions of protein markers if wanted 

 
The Staining of blotted proteins will disappear during subsequent blocking. Alternatively, destain the blot in 
5% acetic acid solution for approximately 15 minutes 
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